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Forward by Dr. Richard L. Alms

In the course of history, ahundred yearsislike afleeting moment.
However, toanindividual, abusinessor aministry likethe L utheran
Mission Society, one hundred yearsisavery, very important time
period. Itisimportant to the Mission Society for three reasons.

First, it shows the leading and guiding of the Lord. History is
always humbling when we recognize God's hand of love and bless-

ing.

Second, the number of hearts that were touched and lives that
were changed by the ministry causes usto stand in awe. Faithful
people serving in the name of Jesus have accomplished a mighty
minigtry.

Third, the future is yet ahead —wherewill the Lord lead? What is
His plan for the future?

O God, you are the Good and Great Shepherd — help us to be
faithful sheep.

In Jesus name we go forward with great anticipation and joy.

Thank you Mr. & Mrs. Herman Schmidt

The Lutheran Mission Society would like to extend a heartfelt
thank you to Herm and Gayle Schmidt who gave freely of their
time and talents to research and write this history of the Mission
Society’s first 100 years. God bless you both for a job well
done.

Copyright 2005 Lutheran Mission Society




The Flame of Compassion

A Brief History of the Lutheran Mission Society

aul’swordsto

Timothy to

“Fan into

flamethegift
of God, which isin
you...” (2Timothy 1:6)
were heard and
understood by agroup
of BdtimoreL utherans
early in the 1900’s.
They manifested their
Christian faith by
fanning into flame a
Christian  urban
ministry whosecentury
of healing compassion
wecelebratethisyear.

Smoldering embers of the Great Baltimore Fire of 1904

Ironically, asthesparks

and embers of the Great Baltimore Fire of 1904
were being extinguished, anew and morefar-reach-
ing oark wasbeing fannedinto flame. Theflameof
compassion becamethe embryonic beginning of the
Lutheran Mission Society.

Almost from thebeginning, the heart of theMission
Society hasbeen thefaithful and committed volun-
teers. Hence, the story of the L utheran Mission So-
ciety and the Lutheran Women’sMissionAuxiliary
isthestory of committed Christian men and women
whotook very serioudy Jesus commandstogoforth
and preach and heal. (Mark 16:15-18)

As the years went by, needs and circumstances

changed in society, requiring the Lutheran Mission
Society to changethefocusof itsministry. Inorder
to provide arelevant and dynamic ministry, three
erasevolved which necessitated new and different
approaches by whichthe L utheran Mission Society
would provide comfort and healing to thosein need.

Theinitia era—1905-1920—found peoplecoming
to the L utheran Mission Soci ety to havetheir needs
met. During thistimeservicesto Germanimmigrants
began, mission gationswereestablished and assis-
tancewas provided for the establishment of nine
congregations. Beginning in approximately1921
through approximately the middle 1960’ sthe mis-
sion effects changed. During the second erathe

View of Baltimore Harbor in 1912



Lutheran Mission Society brought itsmessagetothe
peopleinneed. Thiswastheeraof ingtitutiona chap-

lancy.

Thethird era, beginninginthemiddie 1960'sto the
present, brought another change. 1t wasthe eraof
Compassion Centers and Compassion Care for
womenand children.. During thistimethosein need
onceagain cametotheL utheran Mission Society to
the seven centersof healing that were established
duringthisera

THE FIRST ERA 1905-1920

The L utheran Misson Society beganwithameeting
at S. Paul’s School on November 14, 1904. Present
werede egatesfrom Immanue, Martini, Emmanue,
Redeemer (Irvington), Bethany (Violettville), S. Tho-
mas, Bethlehem, Jackson Squareand St. Paul. On
January 9, 1905 these representativesmet againand
formed anew organizationand elected officers. This
wasthebeginning of the L utheran Mission Society.
By June 1905 Reverend ”
Karl Kretzmann was - 5ol
calledto start congrega L

tions in the Baltimore -
area. Intheseearly days,
the Lutheran Mission
Society wasinfluentid in
founding thefollowing
nine congregations: St
JamesinOverleg; Chrigt
Church in Dundalk;

Rev. Karl Kretzmann
1905 - 1906

MessiahinBatimore; &. Paul inGlen Burnie; Trin-
ity inBowie; Cavary inBadtimore; Holy Nativity in
Bdtimore, St. Matthew inBdtimore. Later requests

came for help in congregational development in
Bowie, Baltimore, Washington and Annapolis.

Important Dates During Era |

1905 - Establishment of the
Lutheran Mission Society as a
not-for-profit, religious, chari-
table and educational ministry.

1906 - Volunteer participation
began.

1909 - Assisted in the estab-
lishment of nine congregations.

A 4

Very soon after the Mission Society’ sorganization,
itwasactively engaged in servicesto Germanimmi-
grantsarriving at the Baltimore dock. These ser-
vicesinduded wel coming the people, supplying food,
finding them shelter and work and helping themlo-
catereatives, livinglocally or throughout the coun-
try, who preceded themto America. By 1909 the
work increased to the point that Reverend R. Eirich
recelved part of hissdlary fromthelmmigrationMis-
sonBoard.

Thisnew organization needed aname and wanting
to beinclusiveof any future ministry endeavorsit
was*“ christened” the Mission Board of the Balti-
more Congregations belonging to the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Synodical Conference of North
America of Baltimore City. The name was later
shortenedtothe*” L utheran Mission Society of Mary-
land” which gtill kept the organization’sorigind pur-

The Lutheran Mission Society - popularly called LMS or the Mission Society -

was originally named:

Mission Board of t
pelonging to the Eva

Conferen

he Baltimore Cong
ngelical LU
ce of North Americao

regations

theran Synodical
f Baltimore City

Even the acronym -- MBBCELSCNABC -- is a tongue twister!



The Early Churches LMS Helped Establish

Nazareth Church
Bank St. and Highland Ave.

Begun 1905 : SO TR
St. James Church Christ Church
W. Overlea and Spruce St. Sollers Point Road
Begun 1905 Held title to property

1906-1917

_ St. Paul’s Church
Messiah Church Glen Burnie

Trinity Church
Cross and Cleveland Streets Begun 1908 y

Begun 1911 Bowie, MD
Begun 1908

Calvary Church

St. Matthew’s Church

Northern Pkwy at Old Harford Rd. ) e
Begun 1914 Linden Avenue, Arbutus Druid Hill Avenue
Supplied LMS with a Vicar LMS purchased building
while LMS assumed direction and grounds in 1938.

of church during 1941-43



poseof reaching out to the community withal kinds
of ministriesand misson services.

Theearly workersof the L utheran Mission Society
took serioudly Christ’s commandsto preach and
heal. Thiswasmadeevident by calling their staff
membersmissonaries, anamethat lasted until Janu-
ary 1952.

2P ERA 1921 — MID 1960’S

WorldWar | and the curtailment of immigration and
the successful formation of ninenew congregations
ended Eral. At notime, however, did theflame of
compassionflicker. Rather, it caused aredirection
of theMission Society’ seffortsinto anew and much-
needed ministry —ingtitutional chaplaincy.

Thissecond eraof ingtitutiona chaplaincy beganin
1921 and continued to grow and expand until the
middle 1960’'s. Theministry grew rapidly through
the untiring efforts of the called missionary, local
volunteer pastorsand lay people.

Afull-timeingructiond chaplan—Dr. H.D. Mensng
—wascalled in 1928. Hissalary was $2,100.00
per year. Shortly thereafter, aparsonagewas pur-
chased for the* city missionary” and hisfamily, not
to exceed $7,000.00.

Dr. Ledlie F. Weber was
called asExecutiveDirec-
tor of theLutheranMission
Society in 1940. Histen-
ure, 1941-1964, saw great
expansion of the ministry
into many typesof institu-
tions. From hospitals to
prisonsto psychiatric hos-
pitals theLutheranMisson
Society reached out to
society’smost vulnerable, providing chaplaincy and
Chrigtiancare.

Dr. Leslie F. Weber

In 1954 Dr. Leon H. Hetherington, M.D., Chief of
the Bureau of Tuberculosisfor the Maryland State
Department of Health, wrote: “| appreciate what
your chaplaincy service hasdoneinthe State Tu-

berculosis Hospitals. Many patients have found
comfort and peace of mind through astrengthening
of their beliefs. Your help givesthe patients hope
and faith. Your help in securing blood donors as
well asdonationsof furniturefor specific patients
aided the patientson theroad to recovery.”

Springfield State Hospital
Sykesville, MD (1950’s)

Amongtheingtitutionsserved by theministry of the
L utheran Mission Society wereAugsburg L utheran
Home, Batimore City Hospitals, Children’sHospi-
tal School, Eudowood Sanatorium, Veteran' sAd-
ministration Hospital, Henryton State Hospital,
Lutheran Hospitd of Maryland, Maryland House of
Correction, Mt. Wilson State Hospital, Springfield
StateHospita, Spring Grove SateHospitad and Vic-
tor Cullen State Hospital .

Mary L. Dunlop, R.N., Superintendent of Children’s
Hospital School in 1954, wrote: “ Thoseinthethe
Respirator Unit asked to beincluded in your Chap-
laincy Service and they and the otherson the adult
ward have

felt  the T

wam,loving -

persona in- =7 qh

terest you -1 'r...; ]

took in o r

them. The h'}

childrenlook Children’s Respirator Unit
forward to Children’s Hospital (1950'’s)

Saturday afternoons. They love the hymns, the
smpleBiblelessonsandtaks. You givetooneand
all thesameloveandkindnessin Hisname.”

In 1951, in compass onate response to an apparent
need, aSunday School for mentally retarded chil-
drenwasorganized. Volunteer teachersand help-



COOKIE
PACKING

A program of “Christmas
Cheer” was begun early in
the LMS Women’s Auxiliary’s
history. The program grew
to where more than 1,000
packages of candy and 600
packages of oranges were
given out in city hospitals in
1933. By 1942, the cost of
candy and oranges was in-
creasing. Because of these
increasing costs, it was sug-
gested that cookies be dis-
tributed instead of oranges.
A plea was made to the
women of our congregations
to bake cookies and help
pack them at Martini
Lutheran Church parish hall
on December 15, 1942.
This was the beginning of the
Cookie Packing custom,

and this project has been
operating every Christmas
since. A copy of the Christ-
mas story from the Gospel
story is bundled in every
package of cookies now,
helping to share the Miracle
of Christmas along with the
tasty treats.

ersgaveof their timeand talents, with definite ben-
CREIT. ' efitsbe-
NElE e ing ob-
served
in the
lives of
the at-
tending
chil-
dren.

’I”.T— = . —-'1, I i

Sunday School for Retarded Children
Lutheran Church of Our Saviour (1951)

Theneedsand growth of thisnew minigtry isreflected
by the 1960 Annual Report. Inthenearly 40 years
thet follow theinception of theingtitutiona chaplaincy,
weread fromthereport that: “ The services of the
Lutheran Mission Society were performed in 33
regularly assgnedingtitutions. Theinditutionsserved
included prisons, school for theretarded, homesfor
theaged and in general, tubercul osis, chronic and
mentd hospitals”

Thetrue extent of the Lutheran Mission Society’s
influenceisseeninthefollowing statisticsfrom that
1960Annua Report:

2,286 tripstoingtitutions;

44,174 patients seen;

3,667 Sunday school classes conducted;
294 Bible classes conducted;

13,739 adultsin attendance.
Therewere d so 964 services conducted by the staff
that reached 65,521 hearers. Thiswascertainly a
vibrant andimportant ministry.

Asimportant asthisministry was, it virtualy cameto
anendinthe1960's. Itsdemisewas caused by the
wholesale closings of someinstitutions, the cutting
back of some servicesand the combining of some
ingitutions

Theflame of compassion again did not flicker. In-
stead, areconfiguration of the LM Smission of com-
fort and healing was needed. Thisledtothethird
eraof theLutheran Mission Society’sfirst century of
operation.



The Lutheran Women’ Mission Auxiliary

TheL utheranWWomen'sMissonAuxiliary beganwith
67 women fromfiveloca churcheson January 12,
1921. By January 8, 1921 a constitution was
adopted. TheorganizationwascalledthelLadies
Mission Society and “its purpose wasto assist the
LutheranMisson Society.” By January 1922, mem-
bership had increased to 227.
By 1980, their membership
had swelled to 1,000 in num-
ber.

Throughout their many years
of existence, the Womens
Auxiliary becameaninfluentid
andimportantarmof theLM S
ministry. Their contributions
werevitd tothegrowth of the
Mission Society. Someof the
more important and lasting
contributionsinclude:
® Beinginstrumental in
gathering afull-time
missionary for inditu-
tional work by pledging $700-$800 each
year toward hissdary. Their effortsbecame
areality in November 1927 when Prof.
Henry D. Mensing accepted acall to be-
comethefirst full-time City Missionary/
CheplaninBdtimore,
®  Throughout the 1930'stheWomen'sAuxil-
iary, on anumber of occasions, bought or
contributed to the purchase of acar for the
City Missionary/Chaplain. They also con-
tributed to the upkeep of hiscar.
® TheWomen'sAuxiliary helped sponsor the
first Mission Festiva held onthegroundsof
theAugsburg Homein June of 1934.
® In1975theWomen’sAuxiliary assumedthe

t0 9,700 patientsduring services conducted
by thechaplains.

Teachersand hel perswererecruited from
theWomen’sAuxiliary in 1952 to conduct
Sunday School for mentally retarded chil-
dren. Eventudly, theprogram expandedinto

four additiona churches,

In 1962, Women'sAuxiliary membershad
donated 100,000 cookies for the Christ-
mas Cheer effort that were packaged by
morethan 200 volunteers.

In December 1965 the Women'sAuxiliary
developed the idea of the Economy Cen-
ter tohelpfundLMS. InApril of 1966 the
Women'sAuxiliary adopted the Economy
Center asaproject. The name was later
changed to Compassion Center. Today
there are seven Compassion Centers
throughout Maryland and in York, Pennsyl-
vania

obligation to pay for apart-time secretary
for LMS.

The“Christmas Cheer” collectionin 1951
included cookies and oneton of candy to
bedistributedininstitutions. Giftsandthe
story of the Savior’sbirth were presented

Intheir nearly seventy yearsof existence, the
Women'sAuxiliary memberswereavita force
inassisting theministry of LMS. Thewomen
served their Lord and thosein need through their
time, talentsand treasure. They helped bring
the Word, hope, healing and cheer through
LMS sneeds-based ministry.



LMS Directors

- A

Rev. Karl Kretzmann Rev. E. Totzke Rev. Louis Roehm Rev. R. Eirich
1905-1906 1907-1908 1908 1909-1910

Rev. Carl Grahn Rev. H.D. Mensing Rev. Leslie F. Weber Rev. Edward Muhly
1921-1927 1928-1940 1941-1964 1964-1967

“Unless the LorD
builds the house, its
builders labor in
vain. Unless the
Lorp watches over
the city, the watch-
men stand guard in
vain.”

Psalm 127:1

Richard L. Alms, Ph.D
1967- 2006

Rev. David R. Maack
2006 -



Important Dates during Era 11

1921 - Lutheran Women'’s
Mission Auxiliary formed

1921 - Institutional chaplaincy
services started

1928 - Rev. H.D. Mensing
called as first full-time insti-
tutional chaplain

1940 - Dr. Leslie F. Weber
called as Executive Director of
the Lutheran Mission Society
of Maryland

1950 - Religious education
services to the mentally re-
tarded began

1963 - Counseling services
started

1965 - Rev. Edward C. Muhly
called as Executive Director

THE THIRD ERA 1965 — PRESENT

Thethird erabeganin 1965 whentheL utheranMis-
sion Women'sAuxiliary introduced the concept of
the Economy Center that changed the directionof
theMission Society’sministry. Theeffortsof the
Lutheran Mission Soci-
ety and the Women's
Auxiliary culminatedin
the establishment of the
first Economy Center in
FellsPointin 1966.

In1967, Dr.Richard L.
Almswascalled as Ex-
ecutive Director and this
new erainthelifeof the
Mission Society wasen-
ergized. TheWomen's

Richard L. Alms, Ph.D
Executive Director
1967 - 2006

Auxiliary’sorigind ideaof the Economy Center was
to help supply operating fundsfor the Mission Soci-
ety. Dr. AlImsexpanded the concept to encompass
new areasof ministry. Theideawas: If we can no
longer go to the people, we will be where the
people can cometo us.

B - i

LMS Fells Point Economy Center
Baltimore, MD - Opened in1966

During the next 18 years, adynamic expansion of
the Mission Society took place. Responding to
peoples’ needs, five more centerswere openedin
areaswhere people could be served: South Balti-
morein 1972; Essex, MD in 1976; Annapolis, MD
in 1977; Cambridge, MD in 1979; and Havre de
Grace, MD in 1984.

The most recent center in York, Pennsylvania,

Christmas Basket Distribution at Fells Point
Chaplain Al Newton (r) helps client with food basket



openedin 2001. A new concept to reach thosein
need -- amobile Compassion Center to address a

rural ministry in Southern Marylandand alsotore-
spond to disasters-- isnow underway.

The centers are now called Compassion Centers

and over six hundred peopleaday passed through
their doors- people with needs both physical and
spiritual. Providing emergency assistance, food,

clothing, counseling, Bible studiesand health ser-
vices, the Compassion Centershave becomeinte-

gra partsof their communitiesand beaconsof hope
inJesus name.

The Compassion Care program - aresidential, re-

habilitation for women and children - was estab-
lishedin1988. Thisprogramwasdevelopedtobring
adand comfort to snglemothersandtheir children,
aswell asprovidetrainingin parenting skills/child
care, nutrition, homemaking, budgeting and com-

puter skills. Biblestudy andingtructionin Chrigtian
livingisakeystoneof the program..

The Lutheran Mission
gociety 1090 is an ex-
pression of Christian
faith. The logo was
designed by Mr. .]ohrc\i
Raschka in 19‘67 and
is federally registered.

The broken circle with
the downtumed arrow
represents the_bro\-_
kenness anq sinfu
ness of mankind. The
cross and anchor rep-
resent Jesus Chr!st,
our Lord and Saviof,
who places strengthr,\
wholeness, hea\t_
and healing pack In
our lives.

Compassion Care mother and child
Annapolis Compassion Care Educational Wing

The Compassion Care program beganinAnnapolis

and Batimoreand, in 2002, became part of theCom-
passion complexinYork, PA.

The Compassion Care sheltersare, inredity, effi-
ciency gpartmentswheremothersand their children



stay together asafamily unit. Housed within each
Compassion Care complex isalso an educational
wingwheredaily activities, classes, child careand
Biblestudiestakeplace.

Heartwarming storiesabound - stories of livesbe-
ing changed, for thisgeneration and the next. “I
wasn't ready the first time | was here,” said one
program participant. “But thank God for Hislove
for me. | know apeaceandjoy | never understood
before. You' vetaught me so many things-- practi-
ca and spiritud.”

Therelocation of the Baltimore Compassion Care
sheltersto York, PA brought new opportunitiesfor
the Baltimore property on Marshall Street. Thus,
the Compassion House program wasborn.

The Dausch
Guest House-
thefirstinthe
Compassion
House pro-
gram - is a
short-term
residence for
out-of-town
familiesof pa
tientsrecaiving
medical treat-
ment at one of
Baltimore’s
renowned hos-
pitals. The
Guest Houseis

Dausch Guest House
View of living room

Compassion Care

“When my friend threw me out,
| was crushed. But now | real-
ize it was for the best because |

found the Compassion Care pro-
gram and, nore importantly, |
found Jesus Christ.”

The Mission Society’s Com-
passion Care program for
single women and their
children started in 1988. The
program provides individual
residential shelters along
with training in parenting
skills, nutrition, homemak-
ing, job
skills, bud-
geting and
Bible study.

The Com-
passion
Care pro-
gram was

originally
housed in
Annapolis
and Balti-
more. In
2002, the
Compas-
sion Care
program
expanded
into York,
PA with the
opening of
five new shelters and educational area. The
single Baltimore shelter was transformed into
a new ministry - the Dausch Guest House.

Since its inception, the LMS Compassion
Care program has made a difference in the
lives of over 500 women and children in resi-
dence, and over 1,000 as non-resident clients.

“If | would have stayed on the street |

would have died. You saved me.”




located in downtown Batimore convenient to Johns
Hopkins, Union Memorid and University hospitals.
The program provides compassi onate support for
families, both physica and spiritud.

Dausch Guest House
View of bedroom

To date, anumber of familiesin crisis have been
blessed by the Guest House ministry:

® Threesstersfromdifferent statesunitedin
prayer and support at the Guest House whiletheir
mother wastreated at Shock Traumaafter being hit
by acar, and then stayed again when their mother
went through rehabilitation just blocksfrom the Guest
House.

® A family from the eastern shore of Mary-
land stayed together at the Guest House while one
young family member received akidney transplant
and another family member wasthe donor.

® A manreceiving cancer treatment at Johns
Hopkins Hospital was blessed with peace of mind
whilehiswifereceived the hospitdity and Chrigtian
support of the Guest House program. “You went
out of your way for us,” hewroteafterwards. “1 am
very much‘onthemend’ after my operationandfelt
peaceof mindwhileinthehospital knowingthat [my
wife] wasinafine, well-equipped house, with com-
passi onate peopl e such asyou and your steff just a
block and ahalf away.”

The Lutheran Mission Society has been, and will
continueto be, ahealing ministry.

Important Dates During Era 111

1966 - First Compassion Center
established in Fells Point

1967 - Dr. Richard Alms called
as Executive Director

1972 - LMS Compassion Center -
South Baltimore, MD

1973 - Main office relocated to
South Baltimore, MD

1976 - LMS Compassion Center -
Essex, MD

1977 - LMS Compassion Center -
Annapolis, MD

1979 - LMS Compassion Center -
Cambridge, MD

1984 - LMS Compassion Center -
Havre de Grace, MD

1988 - LMS Compassion Care
program for single women and
their children established in
Annapolis and Baltimore

2001 - LMS Compassion Center -
York, PA

2002 - LMS Compassion Care
program for single women and
their children established in
York, PA

2004 - Dausch Guest House
established

2006 - Rev. David Maack be-
comes 10th LMS Executive Di-
rector -- Main offices moved to
601 Hammonds Lane, Baltimore,
MD 21225.




Tofully understand the Mission Society’ simpact in
theregion, oneneed only ook at the compassionate
activitiesfor the 2004-2005 year. Though not de-
finitive, thefollowing numbersarerepresentative of
the scopeand depth of theLM Sministry. 1t shows
how brightly theflame of compassionisburningto-

day.

The 2004/2005 story of ministry is told through the following
activities:

116,689 - Compassion Center visits

98,272 - Pounds of food donated

$147,408 - Value of food distributed

91,135 - Pieces of clothing distributed

827 - Health Care brochures distributed

104 - Prescription eyeglasses distributed
15- Discount prescription cards distributed
4,523 - Children’s educational activities
4,749 - Attended children’s educational activities
1,845 - Educational video sessions

2,109 - Attended educational video sessions
84 - Health Check sessions

1,137 - Health Care team sessions

1,655 - Compassion Care sessions with single mothers and
children

543 - Mothers/children served in program
260 - Chapel services

1,694 - Attended chapel services
431 - Pastoral Care sessions

892 - Bible classes

1,419 - Attended Bible classes

812 - Bibles distributed

4,816 - Confessions of faith

2,256 - Counseling sessions

30,225 - Total of all volunteer hours
1,864 - Total of all volunteers
$1,069,380 - Value of volunteer hours

(This is approximately equivalent
to 45 full-time paid staff.)

Look closely at those last statistics. Volunteers,
whose hearts have been touched by the Spirit, have
alwaysbeen thelifeblood of the Mission Society.
Volunteers, earnestly sharing their time, treasureand
talents, are ahuge factor in bringing the Mission
Society to this 100th Anniversary Celebration of
minigry.

Volunteers at Christmas Basket Packing
Ending devotions, ready for work

Throughout the past century, God' sprovidentid hand
and guidance hasbeen evident. From astaff of one
and afew volunteers, to the current staff of forty
and over 1,500 volunteers, the Lutheran Mission
Society hasgrown and prospered. Fromthe able
and dedicated |eadership of Missionary Kretzmann
to Executive Director Dr. Richard L. Alms, thesole
purpose of the Mission Society’seffortswere“to
bring healing, health and wholenessto individuals,
familiesand communitieswho arededing with con-
flict and disease through the power of Jesus Christ
and the servanthood of compassionate caregivers.”

Littlecould theevangelical Chrigtiansin 1904 know
that their miss onary effortswould grow and expand
and continueto bear fruit 100 yearsinto thefuture.
Little could they also know that from the ashes of
the horrible devastation of the Great BatimoreFire
would soon emergethe powerful spark of Christian
lovethat they fanned into aflame of compassion.
That flamewould serveasaguideand modd for the
coming century.

AstheAnnual Report of 1985 stated, thishasbeen
a“dynamic story of a growing ministry.” The
story of the Lutheran Mission Society isthat of a
Flame of Compassion that still burnsbrightly to-
day, andwith God'shelp and guidancewill never be
extinguished. Amen. Letit beso.



Lutheran Mission Society

A HISTORY OF MINISTRY
WOVEN THROUGHOUT A CENTURY
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Lutheran Mission Society

A HISTORY OF MINISTRY
WOVEN THROUGHOUT A CENTURY

COMPASSION CARE
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An Ode to the Lutheran Mission Society
On a Century of Christian Love and Compassion

Seven goldenlampstandsshining forth,
Lighting thedarknessof asin-stained earth.
A Society of Healing to asociety conflicted,
Bringing balm and hedling to those afflicted.

Onehundred yearsof faithful love,
ReflectingaLight that’scomefrom above.
Thesegolden lampstandswill never cease

Asbeaconsof hope, loving comfort and peace.

Theangel swho have served you these many years—
Faithfully, caringly, ever sncere—
With hard work, they’ ve given their best for You.
Toyou, O Lord—their first love—they will ever betrue.

Sharing the Gospel of hedling Salvation;
A ministry of aid and Christian compassion.
A century of serviceto many in need—
Making adifferencein thelambsthat they feed.

Asfishersof menthey follow theL ord,
Sharing Hislove, Hislifeand HisWord.
To those who are downtrodden, sad, in despair;
The Good News—our Savior —they alwayswill share.

All praisetoyou, O Lord, wepray;
Whose century of blessingswerefelt every day.
Your graciousworkswe' |l ever boast.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost!

By Herman Schmidt

Lutheran Mission Society

601 HammondsL ane, Baltimore, M D 21225
410-636-0123/ 1-877-737-8567 / Fax: 410-636-6984
www.luther anmissionsociety.or g
email: Ims@Ilutheranmissionsociety.org
Executive Director: Rev. David R. Maack




